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‘I KIND OF WANT TO CRY’ | Life goes on despite the coronavirus, but it’s muted, as schools, 
courts, public offices, landmarks, cultural institutions and many businesses shut their doors. 
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AMANDA SNYDER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
6:03 PM, THURSDAY: There was traffic on Interstate 90, but no rush, during what until very recently was rush hour in downtown Seattle. It’s a 
similar situation on the streets, with some pedestrians out and about, and some restaurants opened, but with few customers. 


By DAVID GUTMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


eattle is not empty. 
But it is eerie. 
There are cars on 
the road. But there is no 


4:10 PM, THURSDAY: 
The Moore Theatre in 
Seattle canceled events for March, after 


traffic. Gov. Jay Inslee issued an order banning 
Restaurants are open. But gatherings of more than 250 people. 
there are few customers. 


AMANDA SNYDER / 
THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Planes are flying out of Sea- 
Tac, ferries are sailing into Col- 
man Dock and buses are rolling 
along. None is full. Most aren’t 
close. 

As, one by one, our civic insti- 
tutions have shut down — 
schools, libraries, courts, the 
Space Needle — life continues on 
here, at the forefront of a nation- 
al emergency that has distorted 
the social fabric unlike anything 
in our lifetimes. But it is quieter. 
Lonelier. Distant. 

What’s happened here will 
happen elsewhere. No hugs, no 
handshakes, people keeping a 


wary distance. 

On Wednesday, Gov. Jay Inslee wy ! 7 ii : 
banned large gatherings. The = L UE iy 
next day, New York did the same. Val —— By ad | T 
Others soon followed. On Thurs- = ¥ PAN x 
day, Inslee closed some schools. ' 


On Friday, he closed all schools. 
At least a dozen more states did 
too. 

At the Seattle Art Museum, Ivy 
Scott was the only person in a 
gallery of modern and contempo- 
rary pieces. She’d driven down 

See > QUIET, A10 
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/ THE SEATTLE TIMES 
12:47 PM, FRIDAY: The paper towel and toilet paper aisle was almost bare at Fred Meyer in 
the city’s Greenwood neighborhood. Hand-sanitizing soap is also in short supply at most stores. 


AMANDA SNY 


VOICES FROM THE PANDEMIC | Eight stories about how lives have changed 


Tm trying to educate myself.... but not panic’ 


By NINA SHAPIRO AND NICOLE BRODEUR 


and libraries, restricting large gatherings — 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


readers told us they were adjusting in ways 
big and small. Canceled or postponed: 
time with family and friends, vacations, 
doctors appointments. 

But that is just the start. One Auburn man 
turned down an ad agency job he had al- 
ways wanted because it was in downtown 
Seattle and he feared exposure to the virus 
there and on the bus or train he would take 


to get to work. He found a job in Kent he 
could drive to instead. 

An EMT in rural Skagit County turned the 
barn next to his house into what he calls a 
“decon” (decontamination) room where he 
takes off the military-surplus flight suit he 
wears on calls as a protective cover. He 
wants to make sure he doesn’t infect his 
wife, who has health problems and, like 

See > VOICES, A12 


Two weeks ago, we began asking how the 
novel coronavirus was affecting you, and 
boy, did you tell us. Some 1,500 responses 
so far have poured in, attesting to the in- 
credible reach of this health care crisis into 
every aspect of our lives. 

Even before local officials ordered dra- 
matic collective changes — closing schools 


Bellevue 
scientists 
modeling 
the size of 
outbreak 


By SANDI DOUGHTON 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

When Gov. Jay Inslee an- 
nounced a ban on large gather- 
ings last week and warned 
schools to prepare for extend- 
ed closures, he was standing 
next to a chart that showed the 
consequences of inaction: a 
relentless, upward trajectory in 
new coronavirus infections 
with 25,000 cases by early 
April and 400 people likely to 
die in King and Snohomish 
counties alone. 

Those sobering projections 
were generated by a little- 
known team of local research- 
ers who until recently focused 
mainly on tuberculosis, malar- 
ia and other scourges of the 
developing world. But as they 
watched the novel coronavirus 
spread around the globe and 
land in their own backyard, the 
epidemiologists and computer 
whizzes at the Institute for 
Disease Modeling (IDM) in 
Bellevue quickly shifted gears 
to help health officials and 
policymakers track and fore- 
cast the pathogen’s progres- 
sion. 

Their efforts over the past 
few months have influenced 
difficult decisions across the 

See > MODEL, A15 


From the editor 


Amid a shared crisis, 
our heartfelt thanks 
to our readers > A2 


European 
lockdown 
widening; 
U.S. hikes 
travel ban 


By ADAM NOSSITER, RAPHAEL 
MINDER AND ELIAN PELTIER 
The New York Times 


PARIS — The shutdown of 
Europe expanded drastically 
Saturday, as more countries 
shuttered businesses, closed 
borders and chased people off 
streets in a race to contain the 
growing threat of the corona- 
virus. 

Spain became the second 
country in Europe, after Italy, 
to impose strict limits on pub- 
lic life, telling everyone to stay 
indoors, with few exceptions. 

In France, cafes and restau- 
rants were ordered closed 
along with most other nones- 
sential businesses. 

In the United States, Vice 
President Mike Pence widened 
the American travel restric- 
tions to include Britain and 
Ireland, while the White 
House announced that Presi- 
dent Donald Trump had tested 
negative for the virus. 

Trump had resisted the test 
for the SARS-CoV-2 coronavi- 
rus, which causes the 
COVID-19 illness, for days. 

See > VIRUS, A7 
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